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   e-news 49 - November 2011 

This newsletter is published under the responsibility of the Board of the 
International Federation for Information Processing - Intersteno - and sent to all e -
mail addresses of persons participating in the work of the members of Intersteno 
known to the Boa rd. Contributions to the newsletter can be sent using the form on 
the web site www.intersteno.org.  Publication will take place at the discretion of 
the Board.  
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SAD NEWS - Our Intersteno Honorary President, 

Cees van Beurden passed away on 25th October  

 
 

28th October 2011 

Dear colleagues and friends 

Today is a sad day for INTERSTENO: our dear friend and Honorary President, 

Cees van Beurden (The Netherlands) passed away in the age of 83 years on 

25th last.  

For many years Cees was a very active member of our Federation, 

especially in the years after he retired as head of the Stenographic Service 

of the Dutch Parliament. He made a big contribution to the 

implementation of our new INTERSTENO-constitution and in the 

revitalisation of the IPRS ðthe section for parliamentary and other 

reporters.  

The first meeting of the 'new' IPRS  was excellently prepared, organ ised 

and hosted by Cees from 20-22 August 2008 in his home town, The Hague. 

It was a very interesting and congenial meeting, with participants coming 

from 11 countries. Overall it was a big success.   Those who were there will 

remember pleasant days of good professional discussion, well -selected 

culture and the nature of the Scheveningen coast that he showed us. Cees 

invited all of us to his attractive home and garden. How happy and proud 

he was, and how pleased that the meeting was a success!  

This meeting was the last big event Cees organized for INTERSTENO. It 

gave him much satisfaction. It was also the last meeting with our friend 

Dave Rogala. 

In August 2009 the Intersteno General Assembly granted the title of 

Honorary President to Cees. 

We thank Cees for his great and loyal contribution to our Federation. We 

will miss his warm friendship, his enthusiasm and international -oriented 

mind, the smell of his cigars...  

Let us all remember many agreeable moments with Cees!  

Danny Devriendt 

INTERSTENO secretary-treasurer  
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Cees van Beurden was born in Malang (Indonesia) on 14th June 1929. His 

family later on returned  to Holland and Cees (short form for his full name 

Cornelis Andries) learned shorthand from a friend of his father.  

Having become very proficient in this subject he was able to apply for a 

post of reporter at the Parliament in Den Haag, which he entered in 1950, 

eventually reaching the position of Head of the Parliamentary Reporting 

Service from 1980 until his retirement in 1992.  

He was a pillar of strength at many events in the Intersteno life as 

representative of The Netherlands in the Council, as organizer of the 

successful 41st Intersteno Congress in Amsterdam with Ms Joke Bakker and 

coordinator of the Conferences at the Istan bul and Lausanne congresses. 

He was appointed member of the Committee for the improvements of the 

draft of the new Constitution proposed by Fausto Ramondelli in 2002 and 

he worked hard on this task up to its final approval in Prague in 2007. After 

the Congress in Rome he was appointed Head of the Scientific Committee 

and from 2005 he devoted much effort to strengthening relationships in 

the Parliamentary and other reportersõ group. He also represented 

Intersteno at the 107th Annual NCRA convention (2006) in  New York. 

The photo above shows Cees van Beurden with Danny Devriendt during the 

dinner of the Board Meeting in The Hague in January 2009, the last 

Intersteno event he was able to attend. On that occasion he recalled that 

'Old soldiers never die, they jus t fade away '. This is what happened to 

him in the last three years.  

gpt  

 Souvenirs de Paris  

 

As I did during the prize -giving ceremony I would like to thank  once more 

some important people involved in the congress.  

Á First of all, all the competitors who were courageous enough to 

participate in one or more world championships, who were proud to 

represent their country, who spent a lot of money in order to compete 

with the best é I congratulate all of them. Having participated is 

already an enormous achievement; being chosen for the list a step 



 

www.intersteno.org   E-news 49 ð November 2011 
 

In
te

rs
te

n
o

 e
-n

e
w

s 4
9
 

4 

further. Dear competitors, you are the òlife bloodó of our congresses. 

Á Secondly, I would like to thank the jury members who corrected the 955 

texts, a task which they accepted wit h a smile, in addition to  all the 

extra work I asked them to do: your investment is precious and I do 

appreciate it very much.  

Á The competition leaders, Joke Bakker, Jan Den Holder, Waltraut Dierks, 

Linda Drake, Teri Gaudet, Helena Matouskova and Jari Niitt uinperä, as 

well as Danny Devriendt: without you, I would  not be able to be Jury 

president and I thank you from my heart for your hard work.  

Georgette Sante  

Jury president  

Paris 2011  

Our champions in Paris  

 

Who are the champions who were called to the podium at the prize  giving 

ceremony? Our Jury President collected all of them in a very nice 

presentation, which can be seen at our 'Latest news' on intersteno.org - 

September 2011. 

You can also download it. If you use the full -screen feature you will be 

able to see their names and the competition in which they were at the top 

of the list.  

Gift from China  

It was a pleasure for Intersteno to release this essay collection to the Paris 

participants, showing the collaborative work done by several members of 

the Education Committee, chaired by Mr Tang Keliang.  

The Education Committee, proposed by the Chinese delegation in 2009, 

started its activity less than two years ago, and this 145 page book is a 

tangible and real vision of what has been done and, moreover, underlines 

the paths for Intersteno activity in the near future.  
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The title of my contribution was 'Education is a must for facing new 

challenges! Intersteno is a treasure house of information and experiences' .  

If the first part of the title can be considered to be obvious, the second is 

a true conviction that must be implemented and linked with other books 

like this, which, I am sure, will shortly be released.  

gpt 

Competition texts  

Since Prague 2007 all competition texts have been made available. This 

year's texts (as well as sound recordings) are available at our web site - 

Competitions - CompetitionTexts2011, with the one exception of the 

multilingual ones, which will be released shortly.  

This public availability is gran ted free of charge, notwithstanding the large 

amount of work needed for their preparation. We are grateful to 

everybody who helped in this huge process (coordinators,  translator and 

dictators).  

We suggest that this material is used as a refer ence for learning projects: 

producing a text with high accuracy in short time is a must today, and even 

if only a small number of students can attend the world championships, all 

must know what results  are attainable following a good education and 

training.  

The new generation of teachers who have not yet considered the basic 

abilities of writing on a keyboard and perhaps are focusing only on high - 

level informatics languages, must better understand the real needs of 

students by an evaluation of how our certifications are prepared and 

graded. There is a lot of experience behind this process which can be 

useful for a positive impact upon the new generation.  

gpt 

Reports during the IPRS meetings  

Detailed reports about the meetings of the Parliamentary an d other 

professional reporters was released in the previous issues of our e -news.  

The texts of speeches and presentations offered during those meetings are 

now available at the  IPRS menu of our website. Please click on the name of 

the speaker or on the t itle of the report.  

We suggest that everyone reads these reports. They show what has 

happened and what will happen in the field of reporting, which is one of 

the main activities in which the basic skills of producing texts are vital for 
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a good result. Managers of reporting services as well as teachers and 

trainers will gain a better idea about the evolution of this process in 

various countries and will therefore be able to consider adapting their 

approach.  

Paris Populaire  

It is no secret that  the "Productions du Trésor " are film ing a movie about 

regional and international typewriting championships in the years 1958-

1959, as the production  assistant, Johanna Katz, announced during the 

opening ceremony in Paris.  

On Wednesday October 26 I had the pleasure of attend ing a day of filming  

in the Parisian suburbs. About fifty French, Belgian and Czech typists spent 

one exciting and exhausting  week appearing in some championship scenes. 

In t he months before they had tried to  learn how to type  on a mechanical 

machine. 

So, in contemporary dress, they had to é but wait  é this is one secret that 

must wait till  the end of 2012 before you will have the privilege of re-living  

this contest  and being able to discover with  surprise and amusement a very 

particular environment that the American champion Sean Wrona himself 

would not deny.  

Some of our congress specialists, who had played either a small or large 

part in the preparation s, slipped into the room as spectators.  

Georgette Sante  

 

Belgian recollections  

On Sunday 2nd October, the Belgian group, having taken part in the 

congress of Paris, met in Izegem (Belgium), in response to an invitation 

from two competitors, Michèle Van Lantschoot and Geert Bonte.  

Champagne and delicious desserts awaited us. We were reminded of the 

main events of the congress by a quick photo display. The competitors 

were then allowed to discover the city of Paris in pictures since they had 

not had the chance to escape during the co ngress. Geert also wrote a book 

summarizing this 48th congress; several among us will be happy to read it.  
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The atmosphere was cordial. Former congressmen of 1991 were also 

present and the projects for 2013 were discussed. It was a very pl easant 

afternooné as well as the evening, because our hosts did not let us go back 

with an empty stomach: our dinner was made up of delicious filled rolls.  

The Walloon team did not regret having left their sunny pastures to 

undertake the 220  kilometres tw ice to fulfill  their appointment. As the 

young Amandine Raths noted after her journey to Vienna (Day of Youth - 

March 2011) and which still holds true: òThe discord between Wallonia and 

the Flanders exists only at the political level. ó There was just one regret: 

sadly, not everybody was able to attend, due to other duties needing to be 

fulfilled .  

Georgette Sante  

Group photos  - Paris 2011  

As a record of happy moments, we publish herewith photos of a few groups 

in Paris. We have not inserted names since they can be easily recognized.  
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A few other  photo s will be added later  
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2012 - The tenth anniversary of Internet contest.  

The tenth edition of the Internet contest 

will take place from 10th April to 11th 

May 2012 , registrations open from 5th 

March until 25th  March 2012. 

Fully updated information will shortly be 

released on our website 

www.intersteno.org - Internet contest.  

Thanks to the joint efforts of the Czech Republic and the Italian group, this 

competition has not only became a must  in our events but has proved to be 

a very motivating goal for schools, teachers and students, leading to the 

most exciting results. The quantity - and the quality - of competitors have 

gradually improved during the years even if several countries have not  yet 

shown their full power. We will be happy to have them showing their 

strengths in this 10th anniversary.  

We are sure that this important anniversary will once again be another 

memorable year.  

Reception in the Senate of the Czech Parliament  

 

Armed with  information about Intersteno and a request for support for the 

forthcoming meeting of the Council and IPRS (2012 in Prague), Coordinator 

of the 'Text Production' competition Helena Matouģkov§ and the Vice 

President of Intersteno,  aroslav Zaviańiń were received by three Senators 

(Member of the Education Committe e).  
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Jaromir Jerm§ţ, Chairman of the Education Committee, shows how it is 

possible, using the 10 fingers system, to fluently transfer thoughts into a 

document. The observer is Marcel Chladek, shadow minister of education, 

who confirmed to journalists his support for keyboarding teaching in the 

elementary schools.  

With Senator Václav Hovorka it was possible to discuss hardware matters,  

in a very professional manner  since in his electoral region are situated the 

workshops where the Cherry keyboards are manufactured.  

Jaroslav Zaviacic  

(Photos from Senate Archive of the Czech Republic) 

Next events   

The events listed here have been given to us by their organizers. If you 
wish to have your event in our next issue please send the information at 
least one month in advance.The next issue will be released in January 
2012. 

18-20 November 2011 - òLA PROFESION DEL TAQUIGRAFO: Realidad y 

desafíosó = The profession of stenographer - Reality and Challenges. XIX 

Jornadas Nacionales de Taquigrafía of AATP  - Alta Gracia (Cordoba) 

Argentina.  

AATP, the Association of Parliamentary Stenographers of Argentina,  

celebrates its 65 anniversary.  A championship with two levels  of speeds is 

being arranged. Fausto Ramondelli, as President of Intersteno, will deliver 

a speech.  

24-25 November 2011 - Media & Learning 2011 - Brussels -  

The Media & Learning 2011 Conference is aimed at practitioners and policy 

makers who want to contribute to the development of digital and media 

skills in education and to finding new and effective ways to embed media 

into the learning process. (http://www.media -and-learning.eu/home)  

At this conference discussions will be focused on:  

Á the ur gency of embedding digital and media literacy skills amongst the 

European workforce 

Á how best to convince stakeholders about the importance of embedding 

digital and media skills amongst learning professionals and learners at 

all levels of education and trai ning  


